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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgement 

1 . The Amendment filed on October 3, 2005 has been entered. The present Office Action is 
made with all the suggested amendments being fully considered. Accordingly, pending in this 
Office action are claims 1-20. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on September 12, 2005 was 
considered by the Examiner. However, upon review, some of the references listed in the IDS, 
were previously cited by the Examiner in the PTO-892 form mailed to Applicant on June 10, 
2005, and therefore, these listings were crossed out from the IDS submitted by the Applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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4. Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Patterson 
et al. ( US 6,647,235 ) in view of Iwata et al. ( US . 

Regarding claim 16, Patterson discloses a toner replenisher ( 20 ) for an electrographic 
imaging machine ( 10 ), comprising a replenisher housing defining a toner passage ( 22 ) 
comprising an inlet end; an agitator drive shaft ( 35 ) extending into the housing, a toner agitator 
( 32 ) mounted to the drive shaft within the toner passage, the toner agitator comprising a 
plurality of fingers ( 32a, 32b ) extending toward the inlet end; and, a funnel ( See Figure 3 ) 
including one or more funnel walls ( 22 ) disposed at the inlet end and comprising an inlet mouth 
that matches a toner bottle ( 18 ) mouth and an outlet mouth smaller than the inlet mouth. 

Patterson et al. does not disclose the toner replenisher having a sealing face as stated in 
claim 16 and the use of a pair if seals as stated in claims 17-18. 

With regards to claims 16-18 and 20 : Iwata et al. discloses a toner replenishing device 
( #20, See Figure 5 ) comprising a toner container ( 30 ) having a funnel storing portion ( 31 ) 
including at least one funnel wall and a mouth portion / sealing face ( 32 ) having a seal member 
( 33 ) fitted therein in order to prevent from leakage before and after replacement of the toner 
container ( See Column 5, lines 49 - 56 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the toner bottle 
disclosed by Patterson with a toner bottle having an inlet mouth, a sealing face and a seal 
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member as taught by Iwata et al. in order to provide an improved toner replenisher that prevents 
from leakage before and after replacement of the toner container ( See Column 5, lines 49 - 56 ) 
and since it is very well known in the art to use seals or rings when connecting surfaces that will 
transport fluids. 

In regards to claim 19, Patterson et al. and Iwata et al. teaches a replenisher assembly 
(20) for an electrographic imaging machine ( 10 ), comprising a toner replenisher defining a 
toner passage (22) comprising an inlet end; a toner bottle ( 18, see Column 4, line 12 ) defining a 
toner bottle mouth attached to the inlet end ( 21 ); a toner flow restrictor ( as suggested in column 
1, lines 46 - 50 ) comprising a gap adjacent the toner bottle mouth between the toner bottle and 
the toner replenisher, since the union between the surfaces will inherently result in a gap, and, a 
seal ( as modified with Iwata et al. ) outside the toner flow restrictor between the toner bottle and 
the toner replenisher. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 - 15 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 



6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 16-20 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yaritza Guadalupe McCall whose telephone number is (571)272 
-2244. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



YGM 

December 20, 2005 
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